
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 4:00pm 

 

 

PRESENT: Kurt Prenzler (Chair), Don Moore, Phil Chapman, David Michael, Mick Madison, Ray 

Wesley, Mike Walters, Michael Holliday Sr., Tom McRae, Gussie Glasper, Chris Guy, 

Erica Harriss, Clint Jones 

 

ABSENT: Jamie Goggin 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Chris Slusser, Rick Faccin, Mike Parkinson, Chris Hankins, Bruce Malone, Matt 

King, Doug Hulme, Annette Schoeberle, Patrick McRae, Jennifer Zoelzer, John Thompson, 

John Gilbert (Sandberg Phoenix), Bradley Lavite, Michelle Brooks, Carla Gillespie, Chris 

Bethel, Andrew Esping, Scott Cousins (Telegraph), Cynthia Ellis 

 

Chairman Prenzler opened the meeting and roll was taken.  There was no public comment. Chairman 

Prenzler asked the committee to stand for a moment of silence for Captain Jake Ringering.   

 

Immediate Emergency Appropriation to Pay Veteran’s Assistance Commission (VAC) Bills.  Motion to 

approve by Mr. Madison, second by Mr. McRae. 

 

Mr. Chapman stated that he would vote to pay Mr. Burkhart if ordered to do so by the court.  He had three 

questions:  Are we ordered by the court to pay the bill?  Do we have the money?  Can we legally pay it? 

 

Chairman Prenzler invited County Treasurer, Chris Slusser, to address these issues.   

 

Mr. Slusser said he had numerous discussions on this and reviewed all the documentation and the 5th 

District opinion.  He also had discussions with the auditor’s office.  The 5th District did not order us to pay 

the bill; they said it would be at the discretion of the Board to appropriate funds to pay it.  Yes, there is 

money in the reserve account.   

 

Mr. Madison asked if 16-4 had been paid.  Yes, according to Mr. Slusser, the money was appropriated.   

 

Mr. McRae said the court implied that, if money was in the reserve account, we should pay the bill.  If we 

don’t, we would go on to another series of litigation.   

 

Mr. Moore informed the committee that the reserve fund is a surplus from previous years.  We won’t be 

using any current-year dollars. It’s not going to impact the current year budget. 

 

Mr. Faccin said the reason Warrant 16-5 was not paid at the time was because the invoice was not 

properly itemized and there were not sufficient funds available.  Paying invoices without itemization is 

not good business.  If, however, we are ordered by the court, we don’t have a choice.  Per Jennifer 

Zoelzer, at the time the VAC submitted Invoice 16-5, they had exhausted their FY2016 budget.  That is 

why the invoice is being presented to the Board. 

 

Per Mr. Madison, the VAC attorney stated the VAC should be able to get into the reserve account as 

needed because some VAC FY2016 money was appropriated and not spent.  They do not have the 

authority to go into the fund, but the Board has the authority to appropriate more money for expenses that 

are deemed necessary.  Also, because the VAC has autonomy, they have the right to make expenditures 

for their needs. If the Board does not appropriate the funds, we will probably be in court again.   



Questions were asked by Mr. Wesley and Mr. Holliday as to whether this will end the payments.  

According to Mr. Madison, this would have been over a long time ago if the county had paid the bills 

instead of challenging them.  A lot of time and money was spent fighting to not pay the bills.   

 

Mr. Walters asked, when the VAC sends bills in the future, will they have to be itemized?  Mr. Slusser 

said the court ruled that the bills do not need to be itemized.   

 

There was additional discussion and questions for clarification and then the Chairman called for a vote. 

 

Ayes: Chapman, Michael, Madison, Wesley, Walters, McRae, Guy, Harriss, Jones 

Nays: Moore, Holliday, Glasper 

 

Ayes: 9. Nays: 3. The Chairman declared the resolution approved by the committee. 

 

Resolution to Insure Access to the Madison County USL Financial System.  Motion to approve by Mr. 

Moore, second from Mr. McRae.  

 

Mr. McRae said he thought the issue had been resolved. It seems to be common sense that, if you are 

running a business, you should have read-only access to the financial data. Mr. Madison and Mr. Moore 

concurred. 

 

Per Chairman Prenzler, the County has done research and can find no other counties where the chairman 

and county administrator are denied read-only access to the county’s financial records.  He cited DuPage 

County, whose auditor said that the general ledgers are public information.  

 

Mr. Faccin said he would not provide access until the investigation, started in January 2018, is completed. 

Once the issue is resolved, he will revisit the issue of access…but until then, no access.   

 

Mr. Madison asked Mr. Faccin to explain the statute or law that says that, if you are under investigation, 

you are proven guilty.  Mr. Wesley asked if the auditor has a ruling that allows him to withhold this 

information.  Per Mr, Chapman, if this information is “FOIAble”, why would the data not be provided to 

the current administration?  Mr. Chapman also said there was some discussion of scrubbing the system to 

erase all privacy act information. Has that been done? 

 

Mr. Moore read the duties and responsibilities of the county auditor to the committee. He stated that 

nowhere in the document does it say the auditor has the control to decide who receives access to the 

automated general ledger account.   

 

Additional discussion was had concerning why access will not be given and who might be given access.   

The chairman then asked for a roll call vote. 

  

Ayes: Moore, Chapman, Michael, Madison, Wesley, Walters, McRae, Goggin, Guy, Harriss, Jones 

Nays: Holliday, Glasper 

 

Ayes: 10. Nays: 2. The Chairman declared the resolution approved by the committee. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:37pm. 

 

 

 

/kat 


